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the foundation of a highly centralized empire. The ease with
which the United Soviet Republics went on ruling after the down-
fall of the Romanov dynasty seems to be conclusive proof of this.
But the rivers, too, in Europe, as I have already remarked, ran
in such a way that they could play a most important and practical
part in the economic development of that continent. Draw a line

MOUNTAINS AND SEAS MAKE EXCELLENT NATURAL BOUNDARIES
fiom Madrid to Moscow, and you will notice that all the rivers,
except the Danube, run either north or south, giving every part
of the interior dkect access to the sea. Since civilization has always
been a product of water rather than land, this fortunate arrange-
ment was of tremendous help in making Europe the richest and
therefore the dominant centre of our planet until the disastrous
and suicidal war of 1914-18 made her lose that enviable position.
But let the maps bear me out.
Compare Europe with North America. On the latter continent
two high mountain-ranges run almost parallel with the sea; and
the entire middle part, the great central plain of the Middle West,